
Attention Sponsors!   Now’s a good time to write a letter to the student you sponsor.  Long, short, it doesn’t 
matter. Your child wants to hear from you!  Email it to us at any time at: PathwayToHope@gmail.com 

“And the twelve summoned the congregation of 
the disciples together and said, “It is not desirable 
for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve 
tables…But we will devote ourselves to prayer, 
and to the ministry of the word.”  Acts 6: 2 & 4 

The issue of the day was the need to provide food 

for the widows among the congregation.  We are in-

structed throughout the Bible that it is a good thing to 

take care of widows, orphans, and the poor.  These are 

good ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÄÏȢ  "ÕÔȟ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÐÏÓÔÌÅÓ ÉÔ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÅ 

best thing for them to do.  The best use of the limited 

time that they had was to devote themselves to deal-

ing with the spiritual needs of the congregation, and 

to let others deal with the physical needs.  They had to 

make a decision about how to prioritize their time.  

$ÏÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÅÓÔȱ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÍÅÒÅÌÙ ÔÈÅ ȰÇÏÏÄȱ 

things. 

This is a struggle that we face constantly in our 

ministry in Cambodia.  There are plenty of widows 

and orphans and poor people and sick people every-

where that you turn.  It is easy to become involved in 

caring for all of the needs of these people, and then 

end up with no time or energy left to deal with the 

best things. 

Our primary ministry has always been to bring Bi-

ble based training to pastors and church leaders in 

Cambodia in order to strengthen the local churches 

for today and for the future.  This we believe is the 

best use of our time, money, and human resources. 

Yes, we also do things to take care of orphans, wid-

ows, and poor people.  But these ministries are best 

carried out by the Cambodian church pastors and 

church members who have grown up through our 

training ministries. 

For Susie and me, this means we must continue to 

make sure that we are doing the best things and not just 

the good things with the remaining years that God gives 

us to work for Him. 

But, I would assert that this is true for all Christians 

who are growing in spiritual maturity.  We must all take 

inventory of our lives with an eye toward living our 

lives to do the best things that we can for the Kingdom 

of God, and not be bogged down in merely doing the 

good things.  Let me suggest a starting point in prioritiz-

ing how you spend your lives. 

1. Make sure your personal relationship with God is 
healthy and growing. 

2. Provide for the physical and spiritual needs of your 
wife/husband and children. 

3. Use your gifts and talents to do the very best things 
that you can for the Kingdom of Christ through your 
local church and other ministries. 

4. Reach out to a non-believing world with hope and 
compassion. 

Notice that nothing in these top four has anything to 

do with accumulating possessions, power, or position.  

There is nothing wrong with honestly acquiring these 

things either.  The difference is that if you put the first 

four priorities first, then all other things will also be ac-

quired, used, and appreciated with an eye toward glori-

fying God. 

In short, priorities are important for us in our minis-

tries, and for all of us in our daily lives. 

May you discover the best for your life as you serve 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

His servants and yours, 

Jack and Susie 

Seeking the òBestó instead of merely the òGoodó 



Who is Really Being Worshipped this Christmas?  

Do you think it would be a strange sight to see someone 
bow down and pray to a statue on a street corner?  What if 
they brought food and money to that statue? 

9ÏÕȭÄ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÓÁÙȡ Ȱ7ÈÙ ÄÏ ÔÈÁÔȩ  )ÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÓÔÁÔÕÅ ÍÁÄÅ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÃÅÍÅÎÔȢ  3ÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÍÁÄÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÈÅÁÒȟ ÓÅÅȟ 
ÏÒ ÔÈÉÎËȢ  (Ï× ÒÉÄÉÃÕÌÏÕÓȦȱ 

In the city of Battambang, Cambodia 
there is a huge cement statue called Ta 
Dambang.  It sits over 21 feet high on a 
large platform in the center of a traffic cir-
cle.  This statue is an idol.  Wikipedia says 
an idol is: an image or other material ob-

ject representing a deity to which reli-

gious worship is addressed or any person 

or thing regarded with blind admiration, 

adoration, or devotion.  Every day, hun-
dreds of people come to this statue to give 
offerings, such as food, money, and burn-
ing incense, to appease the god so it will 
bring good and not harm. 

This is a sight that few of us see here in 
America, or so we think.  Many Americans 
ÈÁÖÅ ÉÄÏÌÓȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÓÍÁÌÌȟ 
not big like the Ta Dambang statue.  How about a lucky neck-
ÌÁÃÅȟ ÒÁÂÂÉÔȭÓ ÆÏÏÔȟ ÏÒ ÒÏÓÁÒÙ ÂÅÁÄÓȩ  3ÏÍÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÁÒ ÓÏ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÁÃÃÉÄÅÎÔȢ  7ÈÁÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
obsession a teenager has with a musician or TV actor?  An 

idol can be something in the mind or heart too like sports, 
money, popularity, beauty, or even better health. 

%ÖÅÒÙ ÄÁÙ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÕÓ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÅÁÓÉÅÒ ÔÏ 
say that Buddhists and Hindus are being ignorant or ridicu-
lous because they openly bow down to a big statue, but eve-

ryday many Americans bow down in 
their hearts to their idol. 

This Christmas can be a time for each of 
us to reflect on who or what we will wor-
ship.   

Christmas is a reminder that each person 
has already been offered the best gift by 
God, the Creator of the universe.  That 
gift is the forgiveness of our sin, and an 
eternal loving relationship with the Crea-
tor.  God did this by leaving His place in 
heaven to come to earth in the form of a 
man and sacrifice His life to pay for our 
sins.  All a person has to do is acknowl-
edge his need and receive this gift.  If one 
does this, then he has been rescued from 
deathɂeternal separation from God.  
The Bible calls this Hell.  And because 

Jesus Christ has rescued us, He deserves our daily worship. 

People all around you and me are trying to find truth, 
meaning, purpose, and forgiveness in all sorts of ways.  If 
you know the truth, share it.̧  

Pathway To Hope is a U.S.-registered 501(c)3 not -for -profit organization. Donations are tax -deductible to the fullest extent of the law.  

As this year draws to a close, we want to thank each of you for your constant prayers, words and acts of encouragement, 
financial support, and personal involvement in what God has been doing in Cambodia through PTH.  We are aware that we do 
not labor alone, and that our strength comes both from your love and care, and from the great grace of God.  We also know 
that many of you continue to give sacrificially during these difficult economic times.  Our co-laborers in Cambodia are also 
aware of this and it makes your gifts and prayers even more special. 

Praise the Lord with us for His great blessings to these ministries: 

T We currently have about 55 students in 2 classes of our Bible Training Centre for Leaders (BTCL) training program this 
year. Also, another 18 younger students studying the Firm Foundations: from Creation to Christ training course.   

T Our 2 central churches in Battambang and Sisophon continue to have outreach programs and small group Bible studies 
in various villages. 

T Our 3 dormitory projects for high school and college students currently have 30 students residing in them.   

T υ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÕÒ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ς ÆÒÏÍ ÏÕÒ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ #ÈÉÌÄ 3ÐÏÎÓÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÈÁÖÅ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÇÈ 
school.  One is married and 6 are attending college.  One student from our Village Child Sponsorship program graduated 
this fall with his BA in English.  Pastor Chantha and Housefather Pachan are continuing on for their MBA. 

T 4ÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÔ ÏÕÒ (ÏÐÅ ÆÏÒ #ÁÍÂÏÄÉÁ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ (ÏÍÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÆÉÎÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÁÄÕÌÔÓȢ  
This year we have 5 who are in grade 12. 

T 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÉÎ 3ÉÓÏÐÈÏÎ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÔÏ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÁÂÏÕÔ σππ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄ ÅÖÅÒÙ 
week. 

T Jack and Susie have moved to the lovely city of Battambang after living in Sisophon for the past 9 years. 

We pray that the New Year will bring each of you an even more meaningful walk with the Lord and many opportunities to 
share the truth, which is the Gospel. 

Recap of the Year  
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